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TAGS: PFOR, XF, SU 

SUB J : GOS PRAISES SYRO-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT 

1. TO DATE GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED PRESS HAS BEEN CAUTIOUS 

IN ITS TREATMENT OF SYR-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT. STORY 
ITSELF HAS RECEIVED PROMINENT PLAY, BUT THERE HAS BEEN 
NO EDITORIAL COMMENT AS PRESS PRESUMABLY AWAITING GUIDANCE FOR 
GOVERNMENT ON LINE TO BE TAKEN. 

2. DURING MEETING WITH FONOFF U/SEC OBEID MORNING MAY 30, 

AMBASSADOR CALLED ATTENTION TO PRESIDENTS ANNOUNCEMENT RE DIS- 
ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT, NOTING PRESIDENTS STATEMENT THAT AGREEMENT 
PAVES WAY FOR PROGRESS AT GENEVA TOWARD PERMANENT PEACE SETTLE- 
MENT AND THAT USG WOULD CONTINUE ITS DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES TO THAT 
END. OBEID EXPRESSED APPRECIATION SECRETARY'S EFFORTS AND INDICATED 
HE WELCOMED AGREMENT AS FIRST STEP IN RESOLVING UNDERLYING 
ISSUES. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTRY SUBSEQUENTLY ISSUED STATEMENT LATE 
MAY 30 WELCOMING AGREEMENT AND PRAISING SECRETARY'S 
"DIPLOMATIC FEAT". TEXT CARRIED FBIS). WE WOULD NOW 
EXPECT LOCAL EDITORS TO PICK UP THEMES THEREIN, PARTICULARLY 
EMPHASIS THAT THIS IS BUT FIRST STEP AND REAFFIRMATION OF ARAB 
SUMMIT CONFERENCE POSITION INCLUDING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM 
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